Searching for Fruit
and finding only leaves.

S. Luke 13

Lent III

St. Catherine’s Church; Middletown, N.J.

March 24, 2019 the Third Sunday in the Great Fast of Lent.
‘No Matter Where YOU are on Life’s Journey; You are Welcome Here’

TODAY’S LITURGY: Third Sunday of Lent
READINGS: RED HYMNAL # 799
Processional Hymn: RED BOOK # 419
Forty Days and Forty Nights
Gradual (Psalm 103) The Lord is Kind and Merciful
Offertory Hymn: RED BOOK #695 Annunciation Day
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
Communion Hymn: RED BOOK # 727
Let Us Break Bread Together
Recessional Hymn: RED BOOK # 422
The Glory of These Forty Days
THE INTERCESSIONS:
Let us pray to God, our Loving Father, who through His Son
bestows life on all who come to Him, knowing in faith that He
will hear our prayers and respond to our needs and of those for
whom we pray. Our response will be: AMEN
Holy Father, we pray that You will pour out Your Spirit upon
Your Church in the world. Give us the humility and courage to
seek Your Kingdom, give us the grace to exclude no-one from
our fellowship, the poor, the hungry and the thirsty. Remind us
always that it is only through Your gracious love that we can find
true peace. Through Christ our Lord: AMEN
We pray that You would bestow Your blessing upon our country.
Convert our wayward hearts that we may seek Your face. Give
grace, wisdom and insight to our leaders, that they may recognize
their duty to serve the good of all and not to divide through
political intrigue. Through Christ our Lord: AMEN
Pour out upon us O Lord Your Holy Spirit, that we may by Your
grace overcome our sins, that we may have sight to see ourselves
in the light of Your truth, recognizing our need for You, and
striving to bear witness in our words and deeds. Through Christ
our Lord: AMEN
We pray that You will lift up Your hand of strength upon all who
are in need. We pray for those who face pain, fear, loneliness,
depression or anxiety. Let them find in You refreshment, hope
and comfort for their spirit, and the peace of mind that comes
with the blessing of Your presence. Through Christ our Lord:
AMEN
Grant peace to our departed brothers and sisters Lord, who have
left this world in the calm assurance of eternal life. May they
know the forgiveness of all their sins and the light and joy of
Your presence. Through Christ our Lord: AMEN
Heavenly Father we offer to You these prayers and ask that You
use them, and us, to further the work of Your Kingdom on earth
and so that all people will know that You are Lord indeed, and
come to saving faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, March 25th The Annunciation of the Lord
8:00am Dennis McCauley by Dugan Family
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament All Day.
12:00noon Joseph & Maria DeLuca by Forte Family
7:00pm Maryann Kohn by Lisa & Jackie
Tuesday, March 26th
8:00am Larry Yetman by Richard & Lorraine Furlong
Wednesday, March 27th
8:00am Michael Merritt by Nancy & Nick Motichka
7:00pm St. Joseph Novena Mass
7:45pm Bible Study
Thursday, March 28th
8:00am Rose Lee by Debra Duggan
Friday, March 29th
8:00am Larry Yetman by Marita Goworok
12:00noon Richard Thorn by Donna Lee
Stations of the Cross
7:00pm For Lapsed Catholics to return to the Faith
Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 30th BVM
8:00am Domenica Busanich by Maria Picinic

Fourth Sunday of Lent

5:00pm Paul Pembricks by Smith Family
6:30pm Rose Foy by Tremari Family,
Betty Klatt, by Family,
Kathy Harting by Family,
Ackerley Family by Peg Healy,
Eric Nelson by Dan Bucko,
Liv. Int. Patty Divine by Madeline & Wayne
Wildrick.
Sunday, March 31st
7:30am Pro Populo
9:00am Liv. Int. Raymond & Mary Menges
10:30am Marie Santilli (bthdy) by Children
12:00noon Ronald McCulloughh by Annette McCullough &
Family

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING

The Lord is Kind
and Merciful

The first collection last week: $7,806.00.
The second collection: $972.00.
Thank you for your support of your parish. Fr. Dan Hesko
God is generous to the generous of heart.’

PLEASE REMEMBER TO MAIL IN YOUR
PLEDGE CARD FOR THIS YEARS
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

The mystery of man's reconciliation with God
Lowliness is assured by majesty, weakness by power, mortality by eternity. To pay the debt of our sinful state, a nature that was incapable of
suffering was joined to one that could suffer. Thus, in keeping with the
healing that we needed, one and the same mediator between God and
men, the man Jesus Christ, was able to die in one nature, and unable to
die in the other. He who is true God was therefore born in the complete
and perfect nature of a true man, whole in his own nature, whole in
ours. By our nature we mean what the Creator had fashioned in us from
the beginning, and took to himself in order to restore it.
For in the Saviour there was no trace of what the deceiver introduced
and man, being misled, allowed to enter. It does not follow that because
he submitted to sharing in our human weakness he therefore shared in
our sins. He took the nature of a servant without stain of sin, enlarging
our humanity without diminishing his divinity. He emptied himself;
though invisible he made himself visible, though Creator and Lord of all
things he chose to be one of us mortal men. Yet this was the condescension of compassion, not the loss of omnipotence. So he who in the nature of God had created man, became in the nature of a servant, man
himself. Thus the Son of God enters this lowly world. He comes down
from the throne of heaven, yet does not separate himself from the Father’s glory. He is born in a new condition, by a new birth.
He was born in a new condition, for, invisible in his own nature, he
became visible in ours. Beyond our grasp, he chose to come within our
grasp. Existing before time began, he began to exist at a moment in
time. Lord of the universe, he hid his infinite glory and took the nature
of a servant. Incapable of suffering as God, he did not refuse to be a
man, capable of suffering. Immortal, he chose to be subject to the laws
of death. He who is true God is also true man. There is no falsehood in
this unity as long as the lowliness of man and the pre-eminence of God
coexist in mutual relationship. As God does not change by his condescension, so man is not swallowed up by being exalted. Each nature
exercises its own activity, in communion with the other. The Word does
what is proper to the Word, the flesh fulfils what is proper to the flesh.
One nature is resplendent with miracles, the other falls victim to injuries. As the Word does not lose equality with the Father’s glory, so the
flesh does not leave behind the nature of our race. One and the same
person – this must be said over and over again – is truly the Son of God
and truly the son of man. He is God in virtue of the fact that in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He is man in virtue of the fact that the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us. Pope Saint Leo the Great, Meditation on the A nnunciation

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
Sat. 5:00pm & 6:30pm
Sun: 7:30am; 9:00am (Latin)
10:30am & 12:00noon
Daily Mass: Mon.– Sat. 8:00am
Monday & Friday 12:00 (Latin)
Eucharistic Adoration: Monday 8:30am-7:00pm
Evening Mass; Mon., Wed. Fr i. 7:00 pm;
Confessions: Sat. 3:00 -4:00: Mon. & Fri. 6:00 –6:50
Friday Stations of the Cr oss after 12:00 and
7:00pm Masses (12:45 and 7:30)
Parish Staff

Pastor: Ver y Rev. Daniel C. Hesko, VF
Deacons Rev. Mr . J ohn Or lando
Rev. Mr. John McGrath (retired)
Religious Education: Mr s. J ackie Callahan, M.A.
Mrs. Kathleen McGuire
Parish Office: Mr s. J ulie Fehlhaber
Mrs. Kathleen Toomey
Music Director: Mr s. Kar en Ohr n

Monday March 25 is the Feast of the Annunciation
Which begins the Story of Christmas
The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary
For those not receiving Holy Communion we offer the following
prayer.
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I
love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen
(St. Alphonsus Ligouri)

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday 8:30am- 4:00pm
OFFICE ADDRESS:
130 Bray Avenue, Middletown N.J.
CONTACT: Parish Office: 732-787-1318
Fax: 732-787-2851; Rel. Ed/Ministry: 732-495-7779; Parish
Hall: 732-787-2869;
Thrift Shop: 732-787-2836; Web Site: www.stcathek.or g;
Email: stcathek1@aol.com
Ministry to the Sick and Homebound:
To arrange Communion for the homebound, or for the Sacrament of
the Sick, call the parish office.
Sacrament of Baptism:
Arrangements must be made through the parish office. Infants should
be baptized as soon as possible.
Sacrament of Matrimony:
According to Diocesan policy, marriage arrangements must be made
at least nine months prior to the wedding date through the parish
office. Either the man or woman must be registered in our parish.
Annulment Advocacy :
To discuss Church Annulment procedure, or for information
concerning Church Validation of a civil marriage, call the parish
office to arrange a meeting with Fr. Dan.
FORMED: A Catholic Media Pr ogr am you can access 24/7 fr om
your computer, I-phone etc. Go to www.stcathek.formed.org click
’register’ follow prompts and enjoy.

LENT IS HERE

LENT IS A FAST OF 40 DAYS
Friday Stations of the Cross: After the 12:00noon Mass
(12:45pm) and 7:00pm (7:30pm) after Mass.
Confessions in Lent: Satur day 3:00 to 4:00pm and
Monday and Friday 6:00 to 6:50pm.
Novena Masses: Monday and Wednesday at 7:00pm
Wednesday: Bible Study 7:45pm.
Enrichment Thursday: 6:30pm (in school building)
Adoration: All day Monday
Daily Mass and Rosary: 8:00am
LENTEN QUIET DAY: Sunday March 31
An afternoon of Lenten prayer and reflection. Beginning at
2:30 pm in the Parish Hall. A Lenten Dinner is included
Ending with Vespers in Church at 7:00 pm
PENANCE:
Go out of yourself to do something that will help your Spiritual
Life (any of the above). Giving up a vice or habit, following the
Fast through Lent (except Sunday) one full meal and two small
collations. Say NO to myself to say YES to God in my life.
CHARITY:
Not only giving WHAT I have, but just as important giving
WHO I am. Prayerfully consider your financial commitment to
the parish, to the Annual Catholic Appeal. Give to a special
charity. Give time to a friend or family member you’ve been
intending to visit. Have a family night.
REMEMBER Fr idays in Lent ar e days of fast and Abstinence. No meat and one full (meatless) meal and two small collations (little meals that together do not equal the full meal).
The 40 Days of Lent is to be a Penitential Season in which we
deny ourselves in a very specific way in prayer, fasting/penance
and charity.

O Worship the Lord in the

Flowers on the Main Altar this past
Thursday, March 21st were in honor of
Erin Saxe (Confirmation) gift of
Grandma, Grandpa and Uncle Steve.
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this
week in memory of Paul and Augusta
Cuntala gift of Anna & Granddaughter
Maria.
Blessed Mother Votive Light this
week will burn in honor of Briana
Travers & Emily Robinson
Sacred Heart Votive Light will bur n
this week in Honor of Carol Hayden
for special intentions received, gift of
Friends.

Next Sunday plan to attend
our Annual Lenten Quiet Day
2:30 to 7:45
A Quiet Day is a mini Retreat,
it is an opportunity to be still to
listen to Christ as he guides us
this Lent.
We begin the day with a simple
prayer time
Father Dan and Mrs Callahan will offer 2 reflections
in the Day, there will be time for quiet prayer.
Dinner will be shared and then we finish in Church
with the Office of Vespers.
A Good way to keep Lent and to prepare for the
events of Holy Week and Easter.
WE WILL GATHER IN THE HALL at 2:30

SOUP AND SCRIPTURE:
A LENTEN RETREAT WITH SAINT LUKE
TMIY: That Man is you!
We will be doing a five session retreat with sSint Luke
Meets
in
the
school building on Saturday morning at
as our guide. We will include a presentation on Luke,
6:30am. All Men of the parish are warmly welcome to
sharing, praying for the sick and guided mediation .
attend these great sessions.
Thursday evenings in the school building. March 28th,
Coffee, rolls and bagels provided.
April 4th and April 11th from 6:30 to 8:30pm. For
more information or to register call 732-495-7779.
TWENTY FOUR HOURS
WENDESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
After the 7:00pm Mass in Church
7:45—8:30 pm
We are studying this Spring the ‘catholic’ Epistles,
we are currently in the Epistles of St. Peter
Plan to be with us as we Study God’s Holy Word
EASTER FLOWER MEMORIALS
Forms are available in the Narthex of Church.

Due to an early bulletin production the deadline to return completed forms will be,
Wednesday, April 10th at 3:00pm. The memorials are $10.00 and can be purchased for
the living or deceased

FOR THE LORD
CONFESSION OPERTUNITY

Twenty Four Hours for the Lord, in an initiative encouraged by our Bishop for various parishes in every
Diocese to have continuous Confessions with Eucharistic Adoration Friday, March 29 7:00pm through
Saturday, the 30th at 7:00pm at St. Mary’s Church.
Priests from the entire area will be available for Confession for the entire time. THIS IS A GREAT TIME
TO MAKE YOUR Lenten confession, at your time
and convenience. In a confused and hurting world, it
is comforting to know that somethings remain consistent, true and strong.
OUR CATHOLIC FAITH

We Need Altar Servers. See Fr. Dan for more information.

If you are unable to serve your assigned Mass try to get a replacement and notify the parish office of your replacement.
March 30th/31st
TODAY
5:00pm Fr . Dan
5:00pm Fr . Dan
6:30pm
6:30pm Fr . Dan
Fr. Michael
7:30am Fr . Michael
7:30am Fr . Dan
9:00am Fr . Dan
9:00am Fr . Dan
10:30am Fr . Mat
10:30am Fr . Dan
12:00noon Fr . Mat
12:00noon Fr . Dan
Altar Servers
Altar Servers:
5:00pm
5:00pm
Gibilisco Boys
A. Alex, A. Alex &
10:30am
L. Luquinos
L. Wickham,.
10:30am
S. Wickham &
A. Lewandowski
A. Lewandowski
A. Gibilisco,
A. Gibilisco

HOLY NAME ANNUAL LENTEN
FRIDAY FISH FRY
DINNER MENU:

Fish: $9.00
Shrimp, Crab Cake or Combo
(choice of two items) $10.00
Seafood Platter (all three items) $12.00.
Clam Strips in a cup $3.00 Soup: $2.00.
All dinners include French Fries
and Cole slaw.
Coffee and tea available with
complimentary Iced Tea.
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT, WHAT EVER YOU
DO, DON’T MISS OUT! PLAN TO MAKE IT
YOUR LENTEN
TRADITION.
FOR TAKE OUT CALL
AHEAD 732-787-2869
March 29th, April 5th,
April 12th, and Good Friday, April 19th
from 4:00 to 6:30pm.

40DAYS FOR LIFE: Pro Life Action

In your charity please remember to pray for: Francis
Giacalone, Madeline & Wayne Wildrick, Karen Conte, Amy
Lober, Connie Kenworthy, Johanna Giasullo, Peg Healy, Ann
Bolger, Keith Thomas, Jim Murphy, Ed Cooney, Patrick
Lipka, Patrick Smith, Maria Lonseth, Marge Brand, Anthony
DelaTacoma, Sr., Ruth Alaia, Kathleen Toomey, Julia
Fehlhaber, Rev. Josh Keeran, Ryan Hansen, Ellie Julien, Sara
Jane Mauer, Thomas D. Murphy, Ana Oliveira, Michael
Brothers, Deborah Snyder, Theresa Marks, Sheila Buxton,
Margaret Cascone, Rachel O’Brien, Taryn Hussey, Maureen
Farrell, Rich Callahan, and for the faithful departed: Dorothy
Keough and Margaret Brady.

God, our loving Father, look with kindness on our
brothers and sisters who seek Your care. In Your mercy
grant health to the sick; comfort to the sorrowful, peace
to the troubled, joy to the weary and eternal rest to those
whose work on earth is done, and all for Jesus’ Amen

Prayer for those serving in
our Military

Please remember to pray for our parishioners and friends serving this nation at
home and abroad. CDR Michael Dwan;
USN Major Mark Paige; USMC Patrick
Gallagher; Staff Ssgt. Matthew Santilli;
Master Ssgt. Albert DiMaggio; Lieutenant Colonel Bayard Smith; Dallas
Jamison & Sgt. Timothy Hayes, Major
Carlo Brancato, USMC
Prayer: O God who art the lover of peace and concord. Grant
to these thy servants who serve this nation, grace and strength.
Preserve them we pray and shield them from all danger of
body and soul; and hasten the day when they shall return to
their homes and loved ones, through Christ our Lord. Amen

PRAYER FOR OUR POLICEMEN

O Almighty God, Whose great power and
eternal wisdom embraces the universe, Watch
over all policemen and law enforcement
officers everywhere. Protect them from harm.
In the performance of their duty to stop crime,
robbery, riots and violence. We pray, help
them keep our streets and homes safe, day
and night. We commend them to your loving
care because their duty is dangerous. Grant them strength and
courage in their daily assignments. Dear God, protect these
brave men and women. Grant them your almighty protection.
Unite them safely with their families after duty has ended.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Please consider signing the petition to our Governor
and the Legislators to speak strong about Life.
Our Right To Life will be working with area Churches
in the 40 days for life. Can You spare time on Tuesdays we need volunteers to silently bear witness to Life
from 9:00am to 5:00pm at Planned
Parenthood, Newman Spring Rd.
ATLANTIC CITY BUS TRIP
in Shrewsbury, If you can spend
SAVE THE DATE
an hour in witness praying the
Holy Name Society sponsoring a buss trip on Sunday, May
Rosary please join us. For more
19th to Resorts Casino. For more information call Rich
@732-787-1953.
information call 732 500 2520

MARCH 25, Monday
The Feast of the Annunciation

There is one more truth that the Annunciation teaches us, and it
is so appalling that I can think of nothing uplifting to say about it
that will take the sting away: perhaps it is best forgotten, because
What if she had said No?
it tells us more about God than we are able to understand. The
The question may strike you as irreverent. How dare I suggest
Almighty Father creates heaven and earth, the sun and all the
that the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Heaven, Tower of David, stars; but when he really wants something done, he comes, the
and all the other titles, could have left us in the lurch like that?
Omnipotent and Omniscient, to one of his poor, weak creaBut what if she had?
tures — and he asks. And, day by day, he keeps on asking us.
Could she have said No? You might say that of course she
Traditionally we recall the Incarnation 3 times a Day in the Beaucouldn’t, she was far too holy — but you would be guilty of demeaning and dangerous sentimentality. It is demeaning because it tiful Catholic Custom of praying the Angelus which is prayed at
turns Our Lady from a free human being into a sanctified automa- Early Morning (6:00am) and Noon and in the early evening
ton. The whole glory of the Annunciation is that Mary, the second (6:00pm) The Church Bells ring at these 3 times to remind us of
Eve, could have said No to God but she said Yes instead. That is this prayer. This is a Great Lenten Penance and Habit to develop
what we celebrate, that is what we praise her for; and rightly so. in your Christian Life. Learn the Angelus and off it when you get
up, just before Lunch and at Supper .
This sentimental view is dangerous too. If we believe that the
most important decision in the history of the world was in fact
THE ANGELUS
inevitable, that it couldn’t have been otherwise, then that means it The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
was effortless. Now we have a marvellous excuse for laziness.
And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Next time we’re faced with a tough moral decision, we needn’t
Hail Mary full of Grace, the Lord is with thee, Blessed art thou
worry about doing what is right. Just drift, and God will make
sure that whatever choice we make is the right one. If God really among women, and Blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the
wants us to do something he’ll sweep us off our feet the way he
Hour of our death. Amen
did Mary, and if he chooses not to, it’s hardly our fault, is it?
So Mary could have said No to Gabriel. What if she had? He
Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
couldn’t just go and ask someone else, like some sort of charity
Be it done unto me according to Your Word.
collector. With all the genealogies and prophecies in the Bible,
there was only one candidate. It’s an alarming thought. Ultimate- Hail Mary, etc...
ly, of course, God would have done something: the history of
And the Word was made flesh,
salvation is the history of him never abandoning his people how- And dwelt among us.
ever pig-headed they were. But God has chosen to work through
human history. If the first attempt at redemption took four thou- Hail Mary, etc...
sand years to prepare, from the Fall to the Annunciation, how
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
many tens of thousands of years would the next attempt have tak- That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
en?
Let us pray:
Even if the world sometimes makes us feel like cogs in a maPour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, Your Grace into our hearts;
chine, each of us is unique and each of us is here for a purpose:
just because it isn’t as spectacular a purpose as Mary’s, it doesn’t that as we have known the incarnation of Christ,
mean that it doesn’t exist. When we fail to seek our vocation, or your Son by the message of an angel, may by His passion and
cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection.
put off fulfilling some part of it, we try to justify ourselves by
saying that someone else will do it better, that God will provide, Through the same Christ, our Lord.
that it doesn’t really matter. But we are lying. However small a
part I have to play, the story of the Annunciation tells me it is my
part and no-one else can do it.
Faced with the enormity of her choice, how was Mary able to
decide? If she said No, unredeemed generations would toil on
under the burden of sin. If she said Yes, she herself would suffer,
and so would her Son; but both would be glorified. Millions of
people not yet born would have Heaven open to them; but millions of others would suffer oppression and death in her son’s
name. The stakes were almost infinite.
You might say that Mary didn’t worry about all this, just obeyed
God; but I don’t believe it. What God wanted was not Mary’s
unthinking obedience but her full and informed consent as the
representative of the entire human race. The two greatest miracles
of the Annunciation are these: that God gave Mary the wisdom to
know the consequences of her decision, and that he gave her the
grace not to be overwhelmed by that knowledge.
When we come to an important decision in our lives, we can
easily find our minds clouded by the possible consequences, or,
even more, by partial knowledge of them. How can we ever
move, when there is so much good and evil whichever way we
go? The Annunciation gives us the answer. God’s grace will give
us the strength to move, even if the fate of the whole world is
hanging in the balance. After all, God does not demand that our
decisions should be the correct ones (assuming that there even is
such a thing), only that they should be rightly made.

